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The CIA has been r*omnclmg a

‘wiretap operation in Mexico that has

correborated allegations of corrup-
tion among law enforcement and po-
litical offictals in that country, The
San Diego Unidp has learned.

The C1A’s cooperation in dug ff
e CIA's cooperation i g in- the

vestigdtions is a recent departure‘
from its traditional role of intelll-

gence-gathering, sources say, and re-
sulted from pressures genpratpd by
the Kkidnap-torture slaying of Drug

Enforcement Administration agent
Earique Camarena Salazay last year <

in Guadalajara. ,
Policy differences recently sur-

* faced between the CIA, which bagan,.

passing information relating to drug—.
related corruption to the DEA and
Department of Justice lewyers, whe
are planning future pruﬁetmim‘&
.The CIA passed along the incrimi-
ndting conversations for “intelll-

gence purposes only,” sald one
~ gource, while the Justice Departinet

wants (o use the w;rﬁnpf-é" Conver-
sations as evidence i an§: L0 k’x. i
als that arise from the current lup
tigations. : oy

The wsretap operqt z‘as ﬁtm%
without the knotwleize of the!Megls «
can government, #ho sources aatd, be-
ceuse of fear that the operatlon
‘wolld be‘endahgered.

Us. Atwmey Petel K Nunez was

- Nungz ., would: ot comm
‘telp, but ofher Bources

to discuss theiéhie, the stirces said;

céiiedl 'ashmgmn o4l &séw
Sért on litg.

ageney is no lofiger pe

ing intof” v
mation to the DEA. P

The extent of the! %@'éxetap: 'bpeml 1
~tion could not. be.cchfitrhed.  Al: ¢

though one soup¢e fit the imelligenee
oomg unity séid 1§ involved taps on
lephonés 61 ‘seper ;=hig’1 g,;w
ernment ofhciak,&f othicda i, ¢
garmaﬂop pagsed-to theliRN, came
fromt’a tap ontje Mexlco City Yabees,
phone of a UJ citizen in contagt!”

‘with numerousholice officlals, mt@ .

pfficials and df traftickers.
“f the CIA%g doing more, ihey re
not télling DEA'" sald a Justice De-

“partment off&gial who would not

spoak: for. aurﬁw fon,
A spokesmxm for the CIA yester-

day had no contiment.
» }tw wiretapy pf:the Amerléan clti

“zeh rafses ‘a 18881 question. .
- For wiretap-evidence gathered in
" a foreign juriggiption to be used in a

U,,b court, ‘&“ﬁﬁ!st!ée Dfﬁmr tiént
wiretap . generany

. dance: m_t!rg;- that
oweven the gource

addesﬂ, In -thétans’ of Hexico —
where vest nyihbars of government
offle i gé 8410 b6 in Jeague
“with's a§ rdtitikers = to apply-for
a lagal wiret ghi be tantamount

w mgwms Wiligsapeets. - -

e wmm!{krs on Page é“.‘%& .
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Coatinaed from A-] This massive investigative effert iog” United States gqvemmentare deeply E =

The said the o dis- Was undertaken after the kidnapping But the order includes clear Limi- enmeshed in it” o
pute between the there was 10 4 od tortureslaying of DEA agenl (ations o what the CIA can do when The State Department .acd DEA # e
lead the U.S. anti-drug effort in Mex- o

Department, but merely discussion
about how far the CIA would be will-
ing te go publicly, including possible
disclosure of metheds of operatioos,
to autheticale the wiretaps.. The
Justice Department needs to know
that information before any prosecy-
tion is undertaken. the source said.

Another source said the wire-
tapped conversations gathered in
Mexico are notable for their candor.

“There's no pretense, no subtlety,”
satd the source. “They just say,
“Bring 20 kilos of s (heroin} here by
tomorrow or ['ll have your b—ss cot
off; No cute talk like in the US,
where people might say, ‘How many¥
oranges do you wank? ” .

The cooperation of the CI4,in a
drug investigation has been a rarity
until recently.

Many DEA field agents and super-
visors who have worked in fereign
countries relate stories about past
cases where a drug trafficker has
been (argeted, only to have the CLA
intervene and discourage the investi-
gation on grounds that the trafficker
was working for the spy agency.

That was pessible because lajg en-
* forcement agencies worling in i for-

eign country must report the names

of their foreign informamts Lf) the

Cis tation chief al the country's
' US. embassy.

Camarena, who was seized oo a Gua-

‘galajara street on Feb. 7, 1985

“Qperation Leyenda” is the name

of the year-and-a-half investigation .

into the Camarena murder. “Leyen-
da” is Spanish slang for “lawman,” a
nickpame by which the gung-ho
Camarena was known to kis col-
teagues. The investigation included
presenting evidence before a federal
grand jury in Washington, D.C. last
year. The probe recently shifted to a
federal grand jury in San Diege and
is headed by two special prosecutors
from Department of Justice head-
quarters.

Sources say U.S. investigators in
Mexico reached and otkerwise devel-
oped so many contacts that they did
not keep the CIA fully informed of
their activities.

After high-level discussions, the
sources say, the DEX4 agreed to make
the CIA aware of their informants
and the spy agency, in turn, agreed to
provide to the DEA inforroation it
developed pertaining to the Camare-
na killing or to drug-related corrup-
tion in Mexico.

- The interagemcy cooperation
comes nearly five years after Presi-
dent Reagan signed Executive Order
12333 on Dec. 4, 1981, authorizing the

CIA to “collect, produce and dissemi~

pate intelligence on foreign aspects

its surveillance iovolves a US. citi-
zen in a foreign country.

It requires the CIA to use “the
least intrusive collection techaiques
feasible” and expressly prohibits the
use of such techniques as “electronic
surveillance, unconsegied physical
search or menitoring devices unless
they are ... approved by the attorney
geperal.”

The order stales that such approv-
al is not 1o be granted “unless the
attorney general has determined in
each case that there is probable
cause to believe the (surveillance}
technique is directed against a for-
eign power or an agent of a foreign
power.” -

& Justice Department spekesman
yesterday refused corment on this.

ClA spokesman George Lauder
yesterday- said the agency has a
standing policy against discussing ifs
operations and, therefore, would not
comment publicly on the siretap
allegations.

But a senior intelligence official
said the US. intelligence community,
including the CIA, collects informa-
tion on narcotics and passes it on to
other government branches. includ-
ing the DEA.

The official, who spoke on the con-
dition that be not be identified, said:
“Nareotics in Mexico is not {the
CIA's) cupcake. Other organs of the

ico, including the gathering of par-
coties-related intelligence, the offi-
cial said, adding that the CIA's role is
to provide narcotics infermation that
other agencies cannot get.

The cfficial declined to say
whether that ipcludes information
from wirctaps, electronic intercepts
or other forms of surveiliance.

An administration official familiar
with US. intelligence aclivities i
Mexico said yesterday, “You bet ...
{the CIA} collects information on
narcotics (there and in other nations}.
It's one of the agencys priorilies.”
The administration official also de-
clined to be identified

White House spokesman Den
Mathis said ke is absolutely certain
there is an exchange of drug-related
information between the State De-
partment. the Natiomal Security
Council and the DEA-But he had no
comment on any CLA role.

DEA Administrator John Lawn
was in Palermo, Sicily, yesterday
and could pot be reached for com-
ment. DEA Public Affairs spakes-
man William Alden said the agency
would make no comment.

Contributing to this story were
Copley News Service Wasiington
correspondents Benjamin Shore and
Marcus Sterii.
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CIA zerosinon
Mexico corruption

Wnretaps called confirmation of charges
of dishonesty in police, elected officials

By Jon Standefer

and J. Stryker Meyer
Staff Wrilters

—“‘*gg"‘}he ClA has been conducting a

wiretap operation in Mexico that has
corroborated allegations of corrup-
tion among law enforcement and po-
litical officials in that country, The
_San Diego Union has learned.

" The CIA’s cooperation in drug in-
vestigations is a recent departure
from its traditiondl role of intelli-

gence-gathering, sources say, and re-.

sulted from pressures generated by

the kidnap-tor{ure slaying of Drug:

Enforcement Administration agent
Enrique Camarena Salazar last year
in Guadalajara.

Policy differcnces rcccntly sur-
faced between the CIA, which began
passing information relating to drug-
related corruption to the DEA, and
Department of Justice lawyers, who
are planning future prosecutions.

The CIA passed along the incrimi--

naling conversations for “intelli-
gence purposes only,”
source, while the Justicc Department
wants to use the wirctapped conver-
sations as evidence in any court tri-
als that arisc from the current inves-
tigations.

The wirctap operation was done
without the knowledge. of the Mexi-
can government, the sources said, be-

cause of fear that the operation -

would be endangered.
US. Attorney Peter K. Nunez was

said one -

- called to Washington, D.C., 1ast week

to discuss the case, the sources said.
Nunez would’not comment on his
trip, but other sources said the spy
agency is no longer providing infor-

_mation to the DEA.

The extent of the wiretap opera-
tion cowld, not be confirmed. Al-
though one source in the intelligence
community said it involved taps on
the telcphones of several high gov- -

ernment officials, others said the in- -

formation passed to the DEA came
from a tap on the Mexico City tele-
phone of a US. citizen in contact
with numerous police officials, state
officials and drug traffickers.

“If the CIA is doing more, they're

~ not telling DEA " said a Justice De-

partment official who would not
speak for attribution.

A spokesman for the CIA yester-
day had no comment. .

The wiretap of the American citi-
zen raises a legal question.

For wiretap evidence gathered in
a foreign jurisdiction to be used in a
US. court, a Justice Department
source said, the wiretap generally
must be in accordance with that
country's laws. However, the source
added, in the case of Mexico —
where vast numbers of government
officials are believed to be in Jeague
with drug traffickers — to apply for
@ legal wiretap might be tantamount
{o alerting the suspects.

See WIRETAPS on Page A-13

s Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/03 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000605740076- -0




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/03 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000605740076-0
4

‘Wiretaps:

Continved from A-]

. 'The source said there was no dis-
. pute between the CIA and Justice
. Department, but merely discussion
. about how far the CIA would be will-
* ing to go publicly, including possible
. disclosure of methods of operations,
to authenticale the wiretaps. The
: Justice Department needs to know
that information before any prosecu-
- tion is undertaken, the source said.
+  Another source said the wire-
‘ tapped comversations gathered in
- Mexico are notable for their candor.

;. “There’s no pretense, no subtlety,”
“said the source. “They just say,
* ‘Bring 20 kilos of s--- (heroin) here by
_ tomorrow or I'll have your b—s cut
off’ No cute talk lJike in the US,
: where people might say, ‘How many
- oranges do you want?' ” ‘
. The cooperation of the CIA in a
. drug investigation has been a rarity
! until recently.
. Many DEA field agents and super-
* visors who have worked in foreign
+ countries relate stories aboul past
:cases where 2 drug trafficker has
, been targeted, only to have the CIA
+ intervene and discourage the investi-
- gation on grounds that the trafficker
- was working for the spy agency.
. That was possible because law en-
- {forcement agencies working in a for-
- eign country must report the names
" of their foreign informants to the
:CIA station chief at the country’s

. US. embassy.
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CIA targetsi Mexico corruption

This massive investigative effort
was undertaken after the kidnapping
and tortureslaying of DEA agent
Camarena, who was seized on a Gua-
dalajara street on Feb. 7, 1985.

“Operation Leyenda” is the name
of the year-and-a-half investigation
into the Camarena murder. “Leyen-

da” is Spanish slang for “lawman,” a

nickname by which the gung-ho
Camarena was known to his col-
leagues. The investigation included
presenting evidence before a federal

grand jury in Washington, D.C., last -

year. The probe recently shifted to a
federal grand jury in San Diego and
is headed by twe special prasecutors
from Department of Justice head-
quarters.

Sources say US. investigators in
Mezico reached and otherwise devel-
oped 30 many contacts that they did
not keep the CIA fully informed of
their activities.

After high-level discussions, the
sources say, the DEA agreed to make
the CIA aware of their informants
and the spy agency, in turn, agreed to
provide to the DEA information it
developed pertaining to the Camare-
na killing or to drug-related corrup-
tion in Mexico.

The interagency cooperation
comes nearly five years after Presi-

dent Reagan signed Executive Order

12333 on Dec. 4, 1981, authorizing the
CIA to “collect, produce and disserni-
nate intelligence on foreign aspects
of narcotics production and traffick-

ing." .

But the order includes clear limi-
tations on what the CTA can do when
its surveillance involves a US. citi-
zen in a foreign country. .

It requires the CIA to use “the
Jeast inteusive collection techniques
feasible” and expressly prohibits the
use of such techniques as “eleetronic
surveillance, unconsented physical
search or monitoring devices unless
they are. .. approved by the attorney
general.” i

The order states that such approv-
al is not to be granted “unless the
attorney general has determined in
each case that there is probable
cause o believe the (surveillance)
technique is directed against a for-
eign power or an agent of a foreign
power.”

A Justice Department spokesman
yésterday refused comment on this.

CIA spokesman George Lauder
vesterday said the agency has a
standing policy against discussing its
operations and, therefore, would not
comment publicly on the wiretap
atlegations.

But 2 senior intelligence official
said the U.S. intelligence community.
including the CIA, collects informa-
tion on narcotics and passes it on to
other government branches, includ-
ing the DEA.

The official, who spoke on the con-
dition that he not be identified, said:

" “Narcotics in Mexico is not (the

CIA's) cupcake. Other organs of the

United States goverament are deeply
enmeshed in jt."

The State Department and DEA
lead the U.S. anti-drug effort in Mex-
ico, including the gathering of nar-
cotics-related intelligence, the offi-
cial said, adding that the CIA’s role is
to provide narcotics information thal
other agencies cannot get.

The official declined to say
whether that includes information
from wiretaps, electronic intercepts
or other forms of surveillance.

An administration official familiar
with US. intelligence activities in
Mexico said yesterday, “You bet ...
(the CIA) collects information on
narcotics (there and in other nations).
It's one of the agency's priorities.”
The administration official also de-
clined to be identified.

White House spokesman Don
Mathis said he is absolutely certain
there is an exchange of drug-related
information between the State De-
partment, the National Security
Council and the DEA. But he had no
comment on any CIA role.

DEA Administrator John Lawn
was in Palermo, Sicily, yesterday
and could not be reached for com-
ment. DEA Public Affairs spokes-
man William Alden said the agency .
would make no comment.

Contributing to this story were
Copley News Service Washington
correspondents Benjamin Shore and
Marcus Stern.
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Goodwill
meeting is
called off

Tijuana mayor
cancels session;
wiretaps cited

By Martin P. Houseman

Staft Writer

Tijuana Mayor Rene Trevifio Ar-
redondo, angered by reports in The
8an Dicgo Union of CIA electronic
eavesdropping in Mexico, canceled a
joint Tijuuna-San Diego city council
meeting set for today that was to
have vshered in a new era of mutual
trust and close coopcration between
1ihe two cities.

Trevifio personally {elephoned
Mayor Maurcen O'Connor with his
decision ycsterday. She informed the
council at a session called to narrow
the eld of nominees for appoint-
ment to Uvaldo Martinez's Eighth
District seat.

“It is a sad day for me to make this

announcement,” said O'Connor, who

launched an attempted rapproache-
ment with Tijuana in a highly suc-
cessful goodwill visit to Treviflo and
the Mexican border metropolis on
Oct. 8.

Trevifo said through his spokes-
man, Leis Manuel Serrano, that he
considered the reported CIA action a
violation of Mexico’s national sover-
cignty.

The CIA denied the reports yester-
day.

A front-page story in yesterday's
Union reported that 8 ClIA wiretap
operation in Mexico bad corroborat-
ed allegations of corruption among
law enforcement and political offi-
cials there. The report cited one
source as saying he believed the
wiretaps were on the phones of high-
ranking Mexican officials. Another
source said the taps were on the

phone of a U.S, citizen in Mexico City

in contact with numerous police offi-
cials, state officials and drug traf-
Hickers,

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/03 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000605740076-0
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Yu " The San iego Union
uana Mayor Rene Travino Arrendondo and San Di
; Mayor Maureen O’Connor during a meeting last month. °9°

CIA cooperation in drug investigs-
tions was a departure from its tradi-
tional intelligence-gathering role and
resulted from pressures generated ;
by the February 1985 kidnap-torture §
slaying of Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration agent Enrique Camarena in
Guadalajara, the account said, citing
unnamed sources.

The operation was conducted with-
out the knowledge of the Mexican
government out of fear that it might
be compromised, the sources said.

Treviho was not available for
comment yesterday,. Serrano said,
because he was working on his final
State of the City report and prepar-
ing for the Dec. 1 transfer of office to
Mayor-elcct Federico Valdes
Martinez,

In Washington yesterday, CIA
spokesman George Lauder said the
Union article was false and mislead-

ing.
“The CIA doesn’t normally com-
ment on stories concerning alleged
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CIA activities,” Lauder said. “We are
making an exception in this case be-

. cause The San Diego Union's story is
- false and misleads the American

public. The saggestion that the CIA
has been targeting Mexican officials
in connection with narcotics traffick-
ing is false.”

Department of Justice spokesman
Patrick Korten said, “Any suggestion

" that we have targeted Mexican polit-

ical officials or police in wiretapping

operations is simply not true ... it is

- pol true that any taps have been

. - placed, thal we're aware of or at our

behest, on high Mexican government
officials.”

Korten said the department would

. have no comment on any other as-

pect of the Union story, including a

.- ‘Teport that an American-was the tar-
get of & CIA wiretap in Mexico.

Serrano told the Union or behalf of

. Mayor Trevino: - :

“The information you published
today indicates a clear violation of
Mexico’s national sovereignty by the

- CIA. Under these circumstances, it is

not possible to attend this (joint
council) meeting where (the two’
mayors) would talk of good neighbor-
liness, of good relations and of mutu-
al respect.

. “Under the circumstances, Mayor
Trevitio would not feel disposed (o
talk of being good neighbors when
there has been a violation of Mexi-
co’s pational sovereignty.”

Serrano said the CIA action has
had a “reverberating effect” on local
Mexican officials, He speculated that
it would take "“somc type of correc.
tion of these violations” to cause a
thaw in relations.

He emphasized that Trevifio did
not dblame the Union, Mayor O'Con-
nor or the city of San Diego for what

* bappened — “only the CIA"

For her part, 0'Connor said she be-
lieved that federal officials in Mexi-
co City were responsible for cancel-
lation of the joint council session.

“I think Mayor Trevifio was told
there was to be no meeting. It's so
unfortunate,” ghe said. “We're hope-
ful that this is just a temporary set-
back. Our two cities need to be in

_ communication. There is 2 whole

agends pending sewage, tourism,
aew ideas. We will make our offer

r Release 2012/05/03 : CIA-RD
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..~ ~goodwill talks called off

once again, and hope the new mayor
accepts.”

She said the City Council and staff |

had put a great deal of effort into
planning for the day's activities and
were very disappointed. She said she
was especially sorry that the inci-
dent occurred just before Trevifio

_ Tleaves office so that San Diego can-

not reciprocate the hospitality be-
stowed upon the San Diego party

-during her Oct. 3 visit to Tijuana.

She added that she didnt blame
the newspaper, “which has to do its
j@o” *

Earlier, the mayor told the coun-
cil, “It Is with great regret that I
must announce the cancellation of
tomorrow’s scheduled joint meeting
— the first one ever in the city —of

. the San Diego and Tijuana councils.

Mayor Trevitio called me personally
to express his greater concerns over
allegations made in this morning’s

San Diego Union regarding CIA wire-

tapping in Mexico.”

Plans called for Charger fan
Trevifio and a party of 30 or 40 Mexi-
can officials and guests to attend to-
night's Chargers-Raiders game.
O’Connor announced that those indi-
viduals and firms who had given up
their tickets for the Mexican entou-
rage could recover them.

O’Connor’s overtures {0 Tijuana
City Hall, and the warm response by
Trevifio had led to hopes on both
sides of the border that for the first
time in 10 years, going back to the

Pete Wilson era, the cities would eol- -

laborate and make progress on com-
mon problems.

Jorge Bustamante, Tijuana's lcad-
ing academic on cross-border rela-
tions, said recently, “It's long over-
due for San Diego and.Tijuana may-
ors to have more efficient
communication to avoid problems. ..
San Diego and Tijuana are two of the
most separated cities along the
whole border. You find better_bijlat-
erl:el relations almost everywhere
else.”” '

-ammmgummp was Cop-

Iey News Service Washingtos corre.
spovdent Benjamin Shore. .
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